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The Ruling on a Woman Travelling
Without a Mahram

? Question: Can a woman travel without a mahram? What is
the ruling of such (i.e., travelling without a mahram) in the
[slamic SharT’ah? In the present time, Muslim women often
undertake long journeys without a mahram for religious
events, or sometimes a single woman accompanies her
mahram in the travel while the rest of the women travel
together (with this woman) - is this practice correct? Some
women say that a woman can travel for a day and a night
without a mahram. Please clarify this issue based on the Quran

and the Sunnah. (Ummul-Mujahideen, Multan (Pakistan))

— Answer: Allah - the Blessed and Most High - in order to
protect the modesty and chastity of a woman, has declared her
house and its four walls her maskan (housing and resting
place), so that she may stay within her home and preserve her
dignity. Because when a woman leaves her house, shaytan tries
to peek at her, just as the honorable Prophet (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) stated: “Woman is ‘awrah, and

(1) Translator’s note: ‘It was said that with regard to the mahram with whom a woman may travel, he
should be a Muslim, male, an adult and of sound mind, and someone whom a woman is permanently
forbidden to marry, such as her father, brother, paternal uncle, brother through breast-feeding
(rada’ah), father-in-law, etc.” (al-Fatawa al-Jami’ah lil-Mar’ah al-Muslimah, 3/935, 938) -
[islamqa.info/22369]




if she goes out, the shaytan raises his hopes (of misguiding
her).” @
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Imam al-Albani (may Allah have mercy upon him) has
classified the chain of this hadith as sahih in his commentary
(and checking) of Mishkat al-Masabih. The clear meaning of
this hadith is that when a woman goes out of her home, shaytan
beautifies her in the eyes of people, and people repeatedly cast
glances at her. They (the shayatin) employ every possible
means to trap her (the woman) into their snares. And we have
many such examples in our society, where a woman, when she
goes out for some errand in the market, falls victim to the traps
of men with satanic qualities, and there are also many women

who, once they leave their homes, never return. Allah - the

(2) Sunan at-Tirmidhi (1173); and Mishkat al-Masabih (3109);

e Musnad al-Bazzar (2061-2062 (5/427-428)); Sahth ibn Hibban (5598-5599 (12/412-413)); Sahth
ibn Khuzaymah (1685-1687 (2/227)); Al-Mu'jam al-‘Awsat (8097 (8/101)); Al-Mu’jam al-Kabir
(10115 (10/132)); Kanzul ‘Ummal (45045 (16/389)); Al-Musnad al-Jami’ (9212 (16/62-63)); and
Tuhfatul Ashraf (9529 (6/407-408))

O Refer to the tahqiqat of Shaykh al-Albani: Sunan at-Tirmidhi (1173 (1/278) [sahih]); Mishkat al-
Masabih (3109 (2/933) [isnad sahih]); and Irwa’ al-Ghalil (273 (1/303) [isnad sahih])

0O And the tahqigat of Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'iit: Al-Jami’ al-Kabir [Sunan at-Tirmidhi] (1207 (3/30)
[hadith sahih]); and Sahih ibn Hibban (5599 (12/413) [isnad sahih as per the condition of Muslim])
O And the tahqiqat of Hafiz Zubayr ‘Ali Za't: Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (1173 (1/374) [isnad da1f]); Mishkat
al-Masabih (3109 (2/287) [sanad da’if]); and Anwarus Sahifah (1173 (1/220) [isnad da'if])

O And the tahdqiq of Shaykh Dr. Diyd'-ur-Rahman al-‘Azami: Talkhis al-Jami’ al-Kamil (15550 (6/210)
[sahih])

Editor: The narration in Sahih ibn Hibban, Sahih ibn Khuzaymah and other books has additional
wordings: “Woman is ‘awrah, and if she goes out, the shaytan raises his hopes (of misguiding her). She
is never closer to Allaah than when she stays in her house.”




Blessed and Most High - whatever rules and conditions He has
established (with regards to the rulings on women travelling),
are to safeguard the sanctity of the woman. If a woman needs
to travel for any purpose, Allah has, through His Final
Messenger, instructed her to travel with a mahram. Traveling
without a mahram is completely impermissible and prohibited.
A woman cannot undertake a journey without a mahram, be it
ajourney of one day and night, or a journey of shorter or longer

duration; the presence of a mahram is mandatory for her.
Let us look into some authentic ahadith in this regard:

(D) It is reported by Abi Sa’id al-Khudri (may Alldh be pleased
with him) that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: “A woman should not set out on a

journey (extending) beyond three nights but with a mahram.”
3)
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The version in Sunan Abi Dawiid, and others is as follows: “It is
not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last
Day that she travels a journey of more than three days unless

she is accompanied by her father, or her brother, or her

(3) Sahih Muslim (827)




husband, or her son, or her relative who is within the
prohibited degree.”
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(2) It is reported by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased
with them both) that the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “It is not permissible for
awoman who believes in Allah and the Last Day that she travels
a distance of three nights journey except when there is a

mahram with her.” )
to5% 5563 V) I 8680 B0 91105 A Bl Y 2

(3) Itis reported by of Abi Sa'1d al-Khudri (may Alldh be pleased
with him) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: “A woman should not go on a two day journey

except with her husband or a mahram.” (6)
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(4) It is reported by Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon

him) said: “It is not permissible for a woman who believes in

(4) Sunan Abi Dawiid (1726)

« Sahth by Shaykh al-Albani (Sunan Abi Dawiid (1726 (1/299)))

« Isnad Sahih by Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna’iit (Sunan Abi Dawiid (1726 (3/150-151)))
« Sahth by Majlis ‘Ilmi Dar ad-Da'wah, New Delhi (Sunan Abi Dawiid (1726 (2/365)))
(5) Sahth Muslim (1338)

(6) Sahih al-Bukhari (1197)




Allah and the Last Day to travel for one day and night except

with a mahram.” ™
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(5) It is reported by Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that he said: [ heard the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) saying: “It is not permissible for a woman
who believes in Allah and the Last Day that she travels for a day
and there is no mahram with her.” ®

(055 55 s Gl i3 B 33 O 29 r}ﬂ‘} Al a3

0 8

v -

Y 4 ¥

(6) It is reported by Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) indeed said: “A woman should not travel even a single

barid except with a mahram.” (9

Imam ibn al-Athir al-Jazari (may Allah have mercy upon him)
says: ‘Barid’ it means four farsakhs, and a ‘farsakh’ is three

miles. (10)

(7) Sahih al-Bukhari (1088)

(8) Sahih ibn Hibban (2726 (6/437-438)) — Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'iit says: Its isnad is sahih as per
the conditions of both (i.e,, Bukhari and Muslim); and it is also graded as sahih by Shaykh al-Albani
(ta'ligat al-hassan ‘ala Sahih ibn Hibban (2715 (4/345)))

(9) Sahih ibn Hibban (2727 (6/438-439)) - Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna’iit says: Its isnad is sahth, the
narrators are the narrators of sahih except Ibrahim bin al-Hajjaj as-Sami. An-Nasa’1 narrated from him,
and he is thigah. Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'iit later in his checking of Sunan Abi Dawiid (1725 (3/150))
has declared the wording ‘al-barid’ as shadh; and Shaykh al-Albani has also declared the wording ‘al-
barid’ as shadh in Sunan Abi Dawad (1725 (1/299)), and Silsilah Ahadith ad-Da’ifah (5727 (12/506-
507)). It is also declared as shadh by Majlis ‘Ilmi Dar ad-Da’wah, New Delhi (Sunan Abi Dawid (1725
(2/366))). And Allah knows best.

(10) ‘Awn al-Ma’biid (1725 (1/827)); and Tuhfatul Ahwadhi (1169 (4/32))
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This means one barid is equal to twelve miles.

Imam Abu Bakr bin Khuzaymah (may Allah have mercy upon

him) says: ‘Al-Barid is twelve hashmi miles.’ (11)

s e
«WL&LW LQAJUJ

Imam an-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) states that

a barid is half a day’s travel. (12)

(37 el s Jy I
We understand that in those days they used to travel by
walking, so perhaps they would cover twelve miles by walking

for half a day.

(7) It is reported by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased
with them both) that he heard the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: “It is not permissible
for a man to be alone with a woman, and no lady should travel
except with a mahram.” Then a man got up and said: ‘O Allah's
Messenger! I have enlisted in the army for such-and-such
ghazwah, and my wife is proceeding for Hajj. Allah's Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Go, and

perform the Hajj with your wife.” (13)

(11) Sahih ibn Khuzaymah (2526 (3/124))
(12) Sharh $ahih Muslim - Imam an-Nawawi (1338 (9/147))
(13) Sahih al-Bukhari (1862, 3006 & 5233); and Sahth Muslim (1341)
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It is reported by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased
with them both) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: “A woman should not travel except with a

mahram.” (14)
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(9) It is reported by Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said: “It is not permissible for a woman to travel except

with a mahram.” (15)

It is reported by Abi Sa’id al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased
with him) that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) prohibited for a woman that she travels
except of there is a mahram with her. ‘Amrah bint ‘Abdur-

Rahman said: ‘A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said

(14) Sahih ibn Hibban (2729 (6/440)) - Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'iit says: Its isnad is sahih as per the
conditions of shaykhayn. And it is also graded as sahih by Shaykh al-Albani (ta’ligat al-hassan ‘ala Sahih
ibn Hibban (2718 (4/346)))

(15) Sahih ibn Hibban (2732 (6/441-442)) - Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'it says: Its isnad is hasan. And
it is also graded as sahih by Shaykh al-Albani (ta’ligat al-hassan ‘ala Sahih ibn Hibban (2721 (4/347-
348)))




pointing towards certain women: ‘Is there no mahram for each

one of you?’ (16)
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From the above ten ahadith which were sahih, clear and
unambiguous, we understand that a woman can generally not
travel without a mahram, and there is no contradiction in these
narrations. These (varying narrations) relate to varying
circumstances. Because the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was asked at different
situations, (at times) he was asked if she can travel for three
days without a mahram, and he said ‘no’. Similarly, he was asked
if she can travel for two days or one day or 12 miles, or
generally (without specifying a distance), without a mahram.

He replied in the negative.

Imam al-Bayhaqi says: ‘And the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was asked about a woman if
she can travel without a mahram for three days. He said ‘no’.
And he was asked about travelling for two days without a
mahram, he said ‘no’. He was asked about one day, he said ‘no..

Whatever (each narrator) memorized, he conveyed it. And no

(16) Sahih ibn Hibban (2733 (6/442-443)) - Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arna'iit says: Its isnad is sahih as per
the condition of Muslim. And it is also graded as sahih by Shaykh al-Albani (ta’ligat al-hassan ‘ala Sahih
ibn Hibban (2722 (4/348)))




number from this number of days is actually a limit. And all

guidance is with Allah. (7
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Imam ibn Hibban (may Allah have mercy upon him) regarding
the hadith (9) that was mentioned above, has named the
chapter: ‘The mention that a woman is not allowed to travel a
smaller distance or a larger distance except with a mahram

with her’
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Similarly, in hadith (0), narrated by Abi Sa’id al-Khudri (may
Allah be pleased with him), Aishah (may Allah be pleased with
her) said: ‘Doesn’t each one of you have a mahram?’, he (ibn
Hibban) explains (in case someone misunderstands the hadith
that it is not necessary to travel with a mahram) and he writes:
(Aishah wished to say)... ‘Doesn’t each one of you have a
mahram to travel with, fear Allah and do not travel except with

a mahram with you.’ (18)
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(17) Bayhaqr's Sunan al-Kubra (5412 (3/199-200))
(18) Sahih ibn Hibban (2733 (6/442-443))




Imam an-Nawaw1 (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: ‘The
scholars said: The varying wordings that have come in the
ahadith, their reason of difference is the difference of the
questioner and the places, and the prohibition [ because of the
hadith] which prevents a woman travelling for more than three
days (without a mahram) does not mean that she can travel for
a day, or a night, or a barid [i.e.,, 12 miles] (without a mahram).
(19)
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This means, different questioners, asked at different places, in
different conditions, some asked for three days, or two days, or
one day and night, or half a day. He [the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)] answered them according to
their questions and prohibited the women from travelling in
each distance (without a mahram), and the hadith which says
that the woman should not travel for more than three days
without a mahram, doesn’t mean that she can travel for less

than three days without a mahram.

Imam an-Nawaw1 (may Allah have mercy upon him) thus
summarized it like this: ‘What we understand, that in every

travel (according to the sharr’ah), the woman will be prevented

(19) Sharh Sahih Muslim — Imam an-Nawaw1 (1338 (9/147))




from travelling without her husband or her mahram, regardless
of three days, or two days, or one day, or a barid (i.e., 12 miles),
or other than that; because the narration of ibn ‘Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with them both) is general and it is the last
narration of Muslim that preceded us (that) ‘a woman is not
allowed to travel except with a mahram’, this hadith includes

everything that is called a travel (in the shari’ah). 20
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‘Allamah ‘Ubaydullah Rahmani Mubarakpiiri (may Allah have
mercy upon him) states: ‘And this hadith (of ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both)) there is a
prohibition on the travel of a woman without a mahram’, and it
is general regardless of the length of the travel being short or
long, whether it is a travel for Hajj or other than that.
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He further writes that ‘Allamah al-‘Ayni (may Allah have mercy
upon him) says: ‘In this hadith (it states) indeed that the
woman is to not travel except with a mahram, and the

generality of the words attest to the generality of the (length of

(20) Sharh Sahih Muslim - Imam an-Nawaw1 (1338 (9/147-148))




the) travel, and the ruling is that it is haram for the woman to
travel except with a mahram, a short or long travel, for Hajj or
other than it, and this is the opinion preferred by Ibrahim an-

Nakh'’1, Sha’bi, Tawus, and the Zahiriyyah (literalists). (21
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‘Allamah ‘Abdur-Rahman Mubarakpuri (may Allah have mercy
upon him) says: ‘And the majority of the people of knowledge
stated that it is prohibited for a woman to leave for any travel
without a mahram, whether it be long or short, and the
prohibition doesn’t get cancelled when the distance is short,
because of the generality of the hadith of ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah
be pleased with them both) due to the wordings: “A woman is

not to travel except with a mahram.” (22)
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From the words of Mawlana Mubarakpiiri (may Allah have
mercy upon him) as well, it is clear that a woman cannot travel

in any case without a mahram, regardless of the travel being

(21) Mir‘atul Mafatih Sharh Mishkit al-Masabih (2537 (8/332))
(22) Tuhfatul Ahwadhi (1169 (4/32))




lengthy or short, difficult, or easy, in every case a woman will
be accompanied by her mahram, i.e., her husband, or father, or
brother; or son, or maternal uncle, or paternal uncle, every man
with whom marriage is haram (prohibited) for her. She has to
accompany anyone from these while travelling. The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sent back the
soldier whose name was enlisted for a battle, just for the sole
reason that (in case he participates in the battle) his wife would
have to travel alone for Hajj. And he (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) asked this soldier to go with her and
perform the Hajj, and in an authentic hadith the Hajj has been
referred to as the jihad for women. As ‘Aishah (may Allah be
pleased with her) says: | asked the Prophet’s permission about
(participating) jihad. And he (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) said: “Your jihad (for the women) is Hajj.” (23
««é{i\ L83 0 ledy G 08 £ T 2k

When the jihad of the woman is in her Hajj, and she was not
allowed to leave (to perform such a great deed) without a
mahram, rather the enlisted soldier was excused and asked to
go with his wife for Hajj. So how so, in the current era, can the
sisters, mothers, daughters, and wives of the mujahidin
(soldiers) regularly participate in religious events and da’'wah

related activities, without a mahram.

(23) Sahih al-Bukhari (2875)




Also, it should be noted that if a single woman’s mahram is
present in a vehicle, and there are other women without their
mahram, even this is not permissible. The man present is the
mahram for his own woman, not for the other women. The lady
who gives such a fatwa that allows women to travel day and
night without a mahram is (saying as such) based on ignorance
and lack of knowledge. She should recant from her view. She
should refrain from taking other women to programs in a car
without a mahram. Otherwise, she will be considered a severe

sinner in the sight of Allah.

Similarly, our brothers should also be mindful to prevent their
sisters, wives, and daughters firmly from being prepared to
travel without a mahram. If they have to go somewhere, they

must travel with a mahram.

For religious matters, one must certainly be enthusiastic, but
trying to exceed the limits of sharr’ah in the pursuit of religious
affairs and garnering boldness to other women in this regard,
and encouraging them as well, this action is in vain, forbidden,
and unproductive. Instead of earning rewards, they are buying

sins.
May Allah keep us on the straight and righteous path. Amin.

Based on the above authentic ahadith, and the explanations of
the scholars, it has become clear in the utmost way that, a

woman can’t travel without a mahram, whether it be a little bit




or more, be it for Hajj or jihad, a da’'wah meet, or anything else,

it is necessary and obligatory for her to be with a mahram.

Iy Source: Ap ke masa'il - Shaykh Mufti Abul Hasan Mubashir Ahmad
Rabbani [2/568-578] - Translated by Muhammed Manna (India) on 21st
Rabi’ al-Awwal 1445H.
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